SAM AND ALFREDA MALOOF
FOUNDATION FOR ARTS AND CRAFTS

Executive Director appointed

he Sam and Alfreda Maloof Foundation for
Arts and Crafts, established in 1994 in
conjunction with the relocation of the historic
Maloof buildings to their present location, is
at the threshold of a new beginning. The death of
founder Sam Maloof (1916-2009) has placed the future
of the foundation in the capable hands of a Board of
Directors that he knew well and trusted with his vision.
To best respond to this challenge Joe Unis, Board
President, recently announced the appointment of an
experienced museum professional, Martha Leigh Wolf,
as interim Executive Director.

Prior to relocating to California in 2009, Martha had
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lived for many years in Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania, where
she was active with several museums and historic sites,
among them the Brandywine River Museum and
Conservancy, one of America’s foremost museums of
regional art. As executive director of Historic Bartram’s
Garden, a National Historic Landmark house and garden in
Philadelphia, she helped the site achieve national
prominence and secure major grants for endowment,
restoration, and conservation. Most recently Martha
served as executive director of Morven Museum & Garden,
a National Historic Landmark house and garden in
Princeton, New Jersey, where she oversaw the restoration
of the main residence and its reopening as a museum of
changing exhibitions with historical, scientific, and artistic
content.

“l am excited by the opportunity to help the Maloof
Foundation transition from a founder-directed museum to

one that is Board-driven. There is so much enthusiasm and
talent here | have no doubt but that we will be successful,”
said Martha.

In announcing the appointment Joe Unis said, “The
Board feels very fortunate to be able to hire someone with
this level of experience and talent. She has done
elsewhere the very things that are needed to be done
here. She is a proven entity.”
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In December 2009, the Maloof Foundation
was pleased to accept a gift to the craft
collections — a domed ceramic vessel by
master ceramicist Robert Chapman Turner
(1913-2005), from his children Rob and
Rosalind. Turner and his wife Sue had been
close friends of Sam and Alfreda since 1963,
when they were sent together by the U.S,
State Department to work on a village
industry project in El Salvador. A lifelong
Quaker, Turner studied at Swarthmore
College, the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine
Arts, and Alfred University. He served on the
faculty of Alfred University for more than 20
years. The Maloof Foundation has several
fine examples of his work on exhibit.

Dome, ¢.1976 by Robert C. Turner

he tradition of
woodworking
education ._ N\ ¢ ) :
started by Sam N : —
Maloof decades ago is Y ' : ;
alive and well at the
Maloof Foundation. On
Saturday, February 20,
2010, 14 students from
the University of
California Riverside
Extension Center
spent the better part
of the day at the
Maloof Foundation
learning aspects of the
craft from Mike ‘ o — _ __ i :
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member of Sam Maloof Woodworker, -
Inc., Mike worked nearly 30 years by the side of Sam Maloof, e University of California Riverside
assisting him with the construction, shaping, and finishing of his cuss furniture shaping with master
Johnson, left, who led the group.
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throughout the years.

The UCR class consisted of discussions of Maloof signature
techniques, videos of Sam at work in his shop, and tours of the
historic and new residences furnished with Maloof pieces and his
extensive crafts collections.

If you would like to visit with your group or
class, please contact the Sam and Alfreda

Maloof Foundation at 909-980-0412.

he Maloof Foundation is pleased to welcome
Carolyn Sheets Owen-Towle to the Board of
Directors. As the daughter of artist Millard
Sheets, Sam Maloof’s friend and mentor, Carolyn
is no stranger to the Maloof story. In 2007 she worked with
Sam’s wife, Beverly, to host “Craft at the Limits” in
partnership with the Getty Research Institute, a three-day
conference that brought together many of the founders and
participants of the early studio craft movement in the
United States.

Carolyn is retired as a long-time minister of the First
Unitarian Universalist Church of San Diego and has served
on numerous professional committees. She appeared in
Who's Who of American Women and Wha's Who in America. In
2008 she authored Damngorgeous, a memoir of her artist
father. A resident of San Diego, Carolyn currently serves on
the boards of Mingei International Museum and artist
James Hubbell’s foundation.

The Maloof Foundation accepted with regret the
resignations of Jay Rodriguez, Bob Smith and Patrick Ela,
long time board members and friends of Sam.

Carolyn Sheets Owen-Towle






