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am Maloof began making
furniture in 1948 in a garage in Ontario
with simple tools his
father-in-law had
used. In 1953, Alfreda

and Sam moved to Alta Loma. He worked in an old chicken house for two
years until he could afford to lay a slab of cement for a new shop and home
where the Maloofs lived and worked until the 210 freeway came through in
2000. Since Maloof’s studio and home were historic residences, they were
saved by relocation to a site three miles to the north.  

For nearly two years during the move, furniture making at Sam Maloof
Woodworker, Inc. was disrupted. Today, Maloof and three associates are
busily handcrafting furniture. Sam designs and constructs each piece of
furniture. Woodworkers Mike Johnson, Larry White and David Wade perform
the tasks of shaping, sanding, finishing and oiling the pieces. Approximately
sixty pieces of furniture are produced each year. Maloof signs and dates
each item he makes. 

Johnson came to work for Maloof in February of 1981 shortly after
graduating from California State University, Long Beach. Larry White was
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Even after fifty years of furniture
making, Maloof says "I still feel a bit
anxious when I send a piece to a client. 
I still wonder if they will like it."

The Sam Maloof woodworking staff, left to right: 
Larry White, Mike Johnson,Sam, David Wade,
Slimen Maloof and RozBock, business manager
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Selected
by the National Trust . . .

Maloof Site Nominated to
National Register

Register for Historic Places

t its February 7, 2003 meeting, the California State Historic
Resources Commission voted unanimously to nominate the Maloof
historic residence and workshop to the National Register of Historic
Places. The National Register is the highest designation a historic site
can receive. In commenting on the application submitted by the Maloof
Foundation, State Historic Resources Commissioner Bill Hildebrandt
said, "The National Register nomination for the Sam and Alfreda Maloof
compound is an excellent contribution that highlights the lives and work
of some important people I knew very little about. It’s a great story
about how hard work, combined with creative vision and perseverance,
can result in art and architecture with local, national, and international
significance. I found the story highly inspirational, and think it’s great
that the compound and its associated materials will become an
important part of California history, hopefully creating inspiration for
others well into the future.

Sam Maloof’s Residence and Woodworking 
Studio Join Associate Sites

A

he National Trust for Historic Preservation has chosen the Sam Maloof
Residence and Woodworking Studio to join its Historic Artists’ Homes and Studios
group of Associate Sites. The new participants were chosen by an 11-member
advisory committee comprised of top art historians and historic site administrators.
There are a total of 28 Historic Artists’ Homes and Studios in the National Trust’s
associate sites program, which has been funded by grants from the Henry Luce
Foundation. The group of Associate Sites is focused on identifying and helping
American art-related historic sites to preserve, document and interpret their
collections and buildings. "Artists open our eyes and give us a fresh vision of
the world. Preserving these marvelous homes and studios helps give us a
better understanding of the artists themselves and their contributions to the
heritage we share as Americans," said Richard Moe, president of the National Trust.

T

he Maloof Foundation, partnering with the City of
Rancho Cucamonga, has been awarded a $75,000 grant from the
Metropolitan Water Distric of Southern California. The MWD,
anticipating the impact of population growth that is expected to
double in less than 20 years and realizing the strain this will put
on water resources, has given grants to several cities in Southern
California to install water-conserving landscaping that will
demonstrate to the public how attractive (and cost effective)
drought tolerant landscaping can be.

The generous grant will be used to complete a major portion of
the Maloof master garden plan. Landscape architect, Rick Fisher,
will oversee the installation of a dry stream bed for storm-water management,
irrigation, pathways with resting places overlooking a natural arroyo, and
plantings which will include California natives and unique specimens from
compatible growing conditions around the world. Once established, plants
will need watering only once or twice a month.

T

ver 140 people gathered on May 25th at the Maloof compound to celebrate the
opening of the Maloof California Discovery Garden to the public. Guests referred to a
color-coded map as they walked along new pathways lined with drought tolerant plants
such as California Lilac, Foothill Penstemon, Kangaroo Paws and copper-toned sedum.
Beverly Maloof, who provided the vision for the garden, said "Our goal is to create a
demonstration garden with a wide variety of planting situations that are long-lived, low
maintenance, and attractive. The gardens are planned to be a partner to the Maloof
historic residence. . . places of discovery, delight and inspiration. We hope your visits
to this garden will inspire you to plant water-wise landscaping and that you will find
new plants to add pleasure to your walks in your own garden." 

Self-guided tours of the garden are 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. on Thursdays and Saturdays,
starting at the Visitor’s Center at 5131 Carnelian Street.

O

Pictured left to right at the the grant
presentation ceremony held on May 21: City
of Rancho Cucamonga project coordinator,
Cam Amos, Foundation director Carlotta
Mellon, MWD board president, Philip Pace
and actress Rene Russo with Sam.

The generous grant will be 
used to complete a major portion
of the Maloof master garden plan.

Maloof Garden Receives $75,000 Grant
from the Metropolitan Water District

Marie Hempy and Sally Johnson 

Tea Party Opens the Garden

Sam and Beverly share a tender moment before greeting guests.

People of all ages 
enjoyed the days festivities.




