
Sam checks out the progress of the upcoming Maloof Foundation Education Center. 
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ith its roof beams up, the new education building is becoming
more of a reality every day and is scheduled for completion
at the end of March 2007. The new structure will have four

exhibition galleries, a central meeting atrium, office space, the bookstore
and an archival conservation area. This addition will allow the Sam and
Alfreda Maloof Foundation for Arts and Crafts to expand its educational
programs to include lectures, demonstrations and exhibitions. The grand
opening celebration will be in late spring.

When Sam designed the new gallery, he did it to blend in with the existing
structures, while adding distinctive features. The curved walls are a new

Building progress on schedule

Gallery to be work of art

W

p
h

o
to

 b
y 

L
ar

ry
 W

h
it

e



P
h

o
to

 b
y 

B
ar

b
 P

o
w

e
ll

274 donors have contributed $2,195,229 for the Education Center/Gallery 
and archival conservatory building. However, we still have a long way to go.
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If you would like to send a contribution today, please include your
check made out to The Sam and Alfreda Maloof Foundation in

the enclosed envelope. Your gift will be greatly appreciated!
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Thank you to all!

Gallery Campaign Continues
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Gallery progress on schedule

Gallery…
look, but their design drew on the existing walls in the
compound made of concrete with stone inlay. While a curved
wall with stone inset may look simple, it requires state-of-the-
art construction. First, Sam and
his colleague Larry White,
selected stones that would add
color and warmth to the
concrete. A curved concrete
footing was poured and concrete
forms, containing all-thread
screw jacks that could be
tightened, section by section to
form the correct radius, were
moved into place to form the
exterior wall. Next, pine boards
were wired onto the forms and flagstones of various sizes and
colors were wired to the boards. The interior wall form was set
up five feet away and fitted with wood and stone and then a
crane lifted it into place. Once the forms were ready, concrete
was slowly pumped into the space while vibrating rods helped
ease the concrete around the stones and helped to prevent air
bubbles from making air pockets in the dried concrete. When
the concrete was dry, the forms were removed to reveal a
fourteen-inch thick wall with a jewel-like surface.  

continued from page 1

The rounded walls and uneven rockwork help to
meld the gallery into its natural surroundings of tall
trees, an arroyo and curving walkways. The building
will be punctuated with Sam’s very distinctive
architectural wood elements and detailing.

While a curved
wall with stone
inset may look

simple, it requires
state-of-the-art
construction.
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