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Master of Ceremonies Gary Keane, Sam, Vi Jacobs and
SAMFAC Board President Joe Unis cut the ribbon for the

new Jacobs Center at the Maloofs.

he Joe and Vi Jacobs Education Center at the
Maloof Foundation is named for two
extraordinary individuals. Joseph J. Jacobs
was born in 1916, in Brooklyn, NY. He was the

son of Lebanese immigrants and earned his bachelor's
degree in chemical engineering from the Polytechnic
Institute of Brooklyn, teaching college while he earned his

Joseph Jacobs, Ph.D.
Vi Jacobs
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Joe and Vi Jacobs…
Who are these special people?
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Jo and Vi Jacobs…
Sam’s 92nd Birthday Celebration

APPY 92ND BIRTHDAY SAM! CaliforniaState University, San Bernardino andthe Sam and Alfreda Maloof Foundationhave organized a special 92nd birthday celebrationfor Sam on Saturday, January 26, 2008. This birthdayparty includes a preview of an exhibition of Sam’sfurniture at the Robert V. Fullerton Museum at CSUSB.At the party, the University will recognize andcelebrate Sam Maloof’s life work and contribution tothe arts. A one-of-kind, 92nd birthday special editionMaloof rocker will be auctioned at the event.Proceeds from the event will establish the Sam andBeverly Maloof Scholarship at CSUSB, as well assupport the new Jacobs Center at the Maloof complex.Tickets are $92 for the birthday party, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.on January 26. For information and reservationscontact Erika Quinonez at (909) 537-3729 orequinone@csusb.edu at Cal State San Bernardino.
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Upcoming…

For more information on Joe and Vi Jacobs
and their remarkable work, read Joe Jacobs’
two autobiographies, Anatomy of an
Entrepreneur: Family, Culture and Ethics
and The Compassionate Conservative:
Assuming Responsibility and Respecting
Human Dignity. 

For additional information on the Jacobs
Center for Neighborhood Innovation Project
in San Diego, go to:
http://jacobscenter.org/ourwork.html. Information for this essay was gathered from interviews with Vi Jacobs, and

the websites of the Jacobs Family Foundation and the Jacobs Engineering Co. 

master's degree and doctorate. Violet Jabara, also of
Lebanese parents, majored in languages and graduated
from Wellesley College, having studied French, German,
and classical Greek. Vi and Joe met at a party hosted by
her sister. They were married in 1942.

After moving to California, Joe
Jacobs founded Jacobs
Engineering Co. in 1947, a one-
man business, serving as a
chemical engineering
consultant and manufacturers'
representative for large-scale
equipment. Vi was an active
partner in launching the Jacobs Engineering Group,
working alongside Joe in the firm’s startup years. It was to
become one of the world’s largest engineering and
construction companies with more than 35,000 employees
world wide. 

Vi has dedicated her life to volunteering, focusing on
strengthening education. She has volunteered for the

American Friends Service Committee, the Huntington
Hospital, Meals on Wheels, and serving as the secretary
for the Westminster Presbyterian Church. She is a no-
frills woman of candor, humility, and wit. In trying to ask
about her, she automatically speaks of the work of her

children and of Joe and his ability
as a wordsmith: “Babe Ruth struck
out 1330 times . . .” in other words,
you can’t always win; “Don’t break
your arm patting yourself on the
back.” and “I don’t believe in
giving a hand out, but a leg up.”  

The Maloof’s and Jacobs’s
friendship began when Joe phoned Sam after reading an
article in the L.A. Times. Sam had been awarded a
MacArthur “Genius” Award (1985); the piece also spoke of
Sam’s Lebanese heritage. From that date forward, Joe
and Vi and Alfreda and Sam were friends, sharing
countless dinners and in each others joys and sorrows.
When Alfreda went away, Joe and Vi were strong supports

for Sam. When Sam and Beverly married, they embraced
his new love. It was Vi and Joe Jacobs who were the first
individuals to fund the Sam and Alfreda Maloof
Foundation’s permanent endowment. 

Joe passed away in October 2004 and is deeply
missed. He was not only a dear friend to Alfreda and
Beverly and “brother” to Sam; he also believed in and
supported the vision of the Maloof Foundation. Vi Jacobs
has generously continued their support. The Joe and Vi

It was Vi and Joe Jacobs who were
the first individuals to fund the Sam

and Alfreda Maloof Foundation
permanent endowment.

Winter Exhibition: California State University, San Bernardino -
Students and Alumni Art Exhibition. February through April 2008

Summer Exhibition: “Loom and Lathe: The Art of Kay Sekimachi
and Bob Stockdale” June through August 2008

Jacobs Center at the Maloofs is a most fitting symbol of
the close friendship and shared values between these
individuals. The Jacobs Center opened in the summer of
2007, first hosting the Getty-Maloof Collaboration of “Craft
at the Limits”. It serves as the central building for
exhibitions and meetings so important to Sam Maloof’s
vision and the mission of the Maloof Foundation.
(See section on Jacobs Center upcoming exhibitions below).

Upcoming exhibitions at The Jacobs Center
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